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ERBFacility Raptor Advice Hub 

Advice Hub objective: 
• To provide a first point of contact for people interested 

in contributing to a future ERBFacility – where they can 

find summarised information and links to more detailed 

information about all the relevant good practice 

guidance, opportunities and ways to participate. 

 

• It will be a web-based platform bringing together the 

main data needed to facilitate cooperation and 

coordination, increase capacities and harmonize future 

raptor biomonitoring activities in an easy-to-follow 

format. 



Target audiences: 
• Our target audiences are broad, including: professional ornithologists, raptor ecologists, field researchers, volunteers (e.g. ringers and 

raptor monitoring observers), veterinary scientists, ecotoxicologists and analytical chemists, among others. 
 

• Difficulties (providing too detailed or too obvious information for some readers): 

 Avoid complex jargon 

 Start concise and simple and compile links to redirect the reader to more relevant information 

 Avoid writing long text that has been published elsewhere – paraphrase and provide links to original sources. 



Click on the picture (CTRL + CLICK) to get additional information. 

 Hub overview 



 Entries 

 1. Raptor identification, ageing and sexing 

Providing basic clues for identification, age and sex determination 

Photo example: Juvenile Pallid Harrier (left) shows four 

primary “fingers” compared to a juvenile Hen Harrier’s 

five “fingers” (right). 



 2. How to monitor raptors 

• Context on monitoring as early warning of contaminants effects 
• Characteristics of raptors that influence choice of monitoring techniques 
• Choice of parameters to monitor and choice of study areas 
• Guidance for each type of parameter to be monitored 

 3. How to share your monitoring data 

• Compile a list of places where monitoring data are shared currently 



 4. Information on legislation / permits / licensing / wildlife crime 

• Diagram on procedures to comply with European/National legislation during sampling (with links to national websites) 

• International legislation and guidance on the collection and shipping of raptor samples 



 5. How to get people involved in raptor research 

 6. Training opportunities & skills sharing hub 

Context on: 

• which types of audience (‘actors’) we try to encourage to take part 

• their motivations and how will they benefit 

• what are the barriers to these people participating and how do we find solutions to them 

• what specialist skills are needed and how can we help people to obtain them (training needs) 

• how to reach the appropriate audiences  

• designing materials and appropriate goals/methods for different audiences 

• once people are engaged, how do we retain their motivation  

• Growing section  

• Links to training material, summer schools, on-line training videos and courses, 
workshops, etc. 



 7. Species-specific guidance 

• Link to guidelines on specific species / group of species 

• Network already working on species-specific guidance (e.g. vulture guidance) 



 8. How to collect samples 

Links to: 
• Sampling protocols 
• Guidance videos to perform necropsies and collect samples 
• Guidance for contextual data collection 
• Table – Contextual data recording sheet 



 9. How to submit samples for analysis 

• Volume/Mass of sample, type of container and transport conditions 
required for contaminant monitoring in different matrices 

• Information on packaging, labelling, paperwork and legal considerations 



 10. What can we analyse and where? 

• Diagram on contaminants that can be analysed in different matrices 

• List of European laboratories for contaminant analysis 

34 laboratories from 16 European countries 


