


 

Captive bred birds released by hacking 



 



2019 





Data stored in the IBM 

• Individual information (origin, parents, sex, birth- and death date) 

• Observation (identified and non-identified individuals) with age class, 
behaviour, pictures 

• All key parameters for reproduction (nest site, egg laying, hatching 
and fledging date, behaviour, identification of parents) 

• International Bearded Vulture Observation Day (IOD) coordinated 
every year 



IBM = unique monitoring: 
Individual based observations 
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IBM: > 54’000 observations 
30% of identified birds 
Most of marked released birds 

 

Why individual based data? 
• Movement patterns  
 Spatial behaviour, threats (!) 

• Life history  
 Pair formation, pedigrees 

• Survival rates  
 Demographic modelling 
 

 Affect the release strategy & project development 



Bird recruitment per year (Alps) 
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Population growth is 
dominated by wild fledglings: 

2018: wild-hatched overtake 

∑ 233 ∑ 223             < 



Reproduction 2018 



Pedigree of the Alpine Bearded Vulture 
project 
• Birds living in captivity (EEP) 

• Released birds 

• Wild-hatched birds 
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Overview – fledged mortalities, recaptures, re-releases 
 



Overview – anthropogenic causes of mortality, recapture, re-release 

• Glocknerlady = confirmed Pb 

• “Weakness” with evidence of 
lead exposure 

• Regional differences…. 

Pb 



> 700  volunteers in October  

IOD = yearly survey  
in October since 2006 

IOD 2018 
> 850 (+380) observers 
> 530 sites  
weather: 40% bad, 26% ok 
> 640 observations 

IOD - International Observation Days 



Vulture Mortality Database 

 

 People & Organizations contacted: 58 (37 organizations) 
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Vulture Mortality Database 
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 People & Organizations contacted: 58 (37 organizations) 

 Countries covered: 15 
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 People & Organizations contacted: 58 (37 organizations) 

 Countries covered: 15 

Temporary results: 2883 cases registered, mostly Gyps fulvus 
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Vulture Mortality Database 

 

 People & Organizations contacted: 58 (37 organizations) 
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Vulture Mortality Database 

 

 People & Organizations contacted: 58 (37 organizations) 

 Countries covered: 15 

Temporary results: 2883 cases registered, mostly Gyps fulvus 
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Colaboration with:  

www.4vultures.org 


