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CONTENTS 
 

• Introduction to contaminants and Peregrines 

• Basic contextual data 

• Guidelines for observing, handling and timing of nest visits 

• Measurements of eggs 

• Determining chick age and sex 

• Determining breeding parameters 

• Feather terminology and choice of feathers 

• Prey item determination 

• Land use data 

• Known contamination source data 

• Dealing with public attention 

• Dealing with intentional poisoning 

• Appendices including photos and suggested data sheet 

• Suggested extra reading material and links 
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Best practice sampling protocols 
(Espín et al.) 

www.eurapmon.net 



Overall ERBFacility 
guidance needs? 



Raptor Advice Hub 

How to monitor 
raptors 

How to collect 
samples 

Information on legislation / permits / 
licensing / wildlife crime 

  
How to share 

your data 

How to submit 
samples for 

analysis 

How to build 
capacity for 

monitoring and 
sampling 

Training 
opportunities & 

skills sharing hub 

SPECIES-
SPECIFIC 

GUIDANCE 



ERBFacility 
‘advice hub’? 

How to monitor raptors 
 
 How to survey population 

numbers (e.g. chapters 2, 3, 4 of 
Hardey et al.) 

 How to find active pairs and active 
nests (e.g. chapter 5 of Hardey et 
al.) 

 How to measure breeding success 
 How to measure survival rates 
 How to handle raptors (guidance 

for ringers) 
 How to measure raptors 
 How to measure eggs 
 How to establish laying dates 
 Bird welfare when visiting 

nests/ringing 
 Health and safety guidance for 

those handling raptors 
 

How to collect samples 
 
 Espín et al. protocols 
 Guidance videos (University of Murcia) 
 Necropsy video 

(http://www.eurapmon.net/raptor-
necropsy-guideline) 

 Collecting contextual data 
 Best practice recording sheets 

 
 How to build monitoring 

and sampling capacity 
 
 General principles for encouraging 

participation, motivating and 
retaining participants 

 Training materials 
 Training opportunities 
 Skills exchange opportunities 
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Development of guidance 

• Overall design and content of advice hub 

• Guidance required for the Proof of Concept study (focused on Tawny Owl and 
Common Buzzard – carcasses, live sampling, contextual monitoring data)* 

• Vulture guidance (Jovan)* 

• Sampling guidance (Silvia) 

• Guidance on how to build capacity* 

• Use of STSMs (*) and other help required (task groups) 
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Task Groups (leads and members) 

• Overall design and content of advice hub – Pablo, Silvia, Madis, Ulf 

 

 

• Guidance required for the Proof of Concept study –Tawny Owl – Rui, 
Marcello, Gunnar, Pertti, Meto, Al, Spela 

 

 

• Guidance required for the Proof of Concept study –Common Buzzard – Oliver, 
Gaby, Manu, Rob, Damijan, Stiven 

 

 

• Vulture guidance (Jovan) – Fulvio, Yael, Emma 


